[Evaluation of the efficacy of intra-articular administration of somatostatin in rheumatoid arthritis].
The above study was undertaken in order to evaluate the efficacy of intra-articular somatostatin in rheumatoid arthritis. Twelve patients were enrolled and all of them concluded the experiment of three consecutive intra-articular somatostatin injections of 750 mcg at two-weekly intervals. All patients reported a statistically significant reduction in painful symptomatology, particularly of pain during active movement, pain at climbing stairs, and morning stiffness. In one patient, telethermography revealed complete subsidence of articular inflammation. There were neither local nor systemic side effects.